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Abstract : Developing countries like Nigeria have recently been affected by conflicts characterized by violence, high levels of
risk and insecurity, resulting in loss of lives, livelihoods, displacement of communities, degradation of health, educational and
social infrastructure as well as economic underdevelopment. The Nigerian government’s response to most of these conflicts
has mainly been reactionary in the form of military deployments, as against precautionary to prevent or address the root
causes of the conflicts. Several studies have shown that at various points of a conflict, conflict regions can benefit from the
resources and expertise available outside the government,  mainly from the private sector through mechanisms such as
corporate social  responsibility (CSR) by businesses.  The main aim of this study is to examine the role of businesses in
peacebuilding in Northern Nigeria through CSR in the last decade. The expected contributions from this will answer research
questions, such as the key business motivations to engage in peacebuilding, as well as the degree of influence exerted from
various stakeholder groups on the business decision to engage. The methodology of the study adopts a multiple case study of
over 120 businesses of various sizes, ranging from small, medium and large-scale. A mixed method enabled the collection of
quantitative and qualitative primary data to augment the secondary data. The results indicated that the most important
business motivations to engage in peacebuilding were the negative effects of the conflict on economic stability, as well as
stakeholder-driven  motives.  On the  other  hand,  out  of  the  12  identified  stakeholders,  micro-,  small-  and  medium-scale
enterprises (MSMEs) considered the chief executive officer’s interest to be the most important factor, while large companies
rated the government and community pressure as the highest. Overall, the foreign stakeholders scored low on the influence
chart for all business types.
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