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Abstract : This article aims to discuss partnerships between public administration and private social investment aimed at
territorial development. There has been some approximation in Brazil from private social investors with initiatives aiming at
territorial development policies in highly vulnerable territories or in places where the business sector operates. This represents
this paper’s major justification: on the advance of academic debate about how businesses, institutes, and foundations have
been working alongside local governments, taking the territory as the reference for joint action. The research was based on the
literature on governance and territorial  development and adopted a mixed iterative approach (inductive and deductive)
through an interpretative lens so as to develop an analysis structure that complements and expands knowledge about the
contribution of public policies and private social investments for territorial development in Brazil. The analysis of 15 cases
based on three distinct blocks (territorial development plans, articulation for education, and thematic approaches) has made it
possible to identify common elements regarding the motivations of partnerships, the specific needs of the actors involved, and
the priority  drivers  for  stimulating development.  Findings  include discussion  on the  leading role  of  territories  in  their
development paths, on the institutionalization and strengthening of capacities, and on long-term perspectives in development
strategies.
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