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Abstract : In the State of united Andhra Pradesh, many Adivasi People live in areas rich in living and non-living resources,
including forests that contain abundant biodiversity, water and minerals. Of united Andhra Pradesh 76.2m population, over five
million are Adivasi population of forest landscape. They depend on forests for a substantial part of their livelihoods and close
cultural affinity with forests. However, they are the most impoverished population of the State, and the high levels of poverty in
Andhra Pradesh forest landscapes are largely an outcome of historically-rooted institutionalised marginalisation. As the State
appropriated forests and forest land for itself, it deprived local people of their customary rights in the forest. The local realities
of the forest rights deprivations are extremely complex, reflecting a century and a half of compounded processes. With growing
population pressure and ever-increasing demands for natural and mineral resources, Adivasi Peoples' lands, which are often
relatively rich in resources, become more and more attractive to 'developers.' The development projects and institutionalised
marginalisation have been deprived Adivasi people's rights over natural resources has resulted in serious negative effects on
Adivasi people and on their lands. Historically, the desire for development for such resources has resulted in the removal,
decimation, or extermination of many tribal communities. These deprivations have led to highly conflictual relations between
the State and the Adivasi people and forest areas in Andhra Pradesh. Today, the survival of the Adivasi Peoples requires
recognition of their rights to the forest resources found in their lands and territories on which they depend for their economic,
cultural, survival, spiritual and physical well-being. In this context, this paper attempts to discuss the issues of deprivation with
regard to access to forest resources and development projects where many Adivasis in State uprooted from their homes and
lands.
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