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Abstract : Despite the international commitment of Algeria towards the development of energy efficiency and renewable
energy in the country, the internal energy demand has been continuously growing during the last decade due to the substantial
increase of population and of living conditions, which in turn has led to an unprecedented expansion of the residential building
sector. The thermal building regulation is the technical document that establishes the calculation framework for the thermal
performance of buildings in Algeria, setting up minimum obligatory targets for the thermal performance of new buildings. An
update of this regulation is due in the coming years, and this paper discusses some proposals in this regard, with the aim to
improve the energy efficiency of the building sector, particularly with regard to social housing. In particular, it proposes a
methodology for drafting an energy performance label of new Algerian residential buildings, moving from the results of the
thermal compliance verification and sizing of technical systems as defined in the RTB. Such an energy performance label –
whose calculation method is briefly described in the paper – aims to raise citizens' awareness of the benefits of energy
efficiency. It can represent the first step in a process of integrating technical installations into the calculation of the energy
performance of buildings in Algeria.
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