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Abstract : Background. Physician-assisted death (PAD) has and continues to be a controversial issue in the U.S. Dying with
dignity statutes exists in 9 U.S. jurisdictions that permit competent adults diagnosed with a terminal illness and given a
prognosis of 6 month or less to live to request medication to hasten death. Robust advocacy for and against PAD influences
policy, and opinions vary. Aim. This study aims to explore the association between race and the attitudes toward physician-
assisted death in the U.S. Methods. Data for this study derives from the General Social Survey (GSS) dataset, a national survey
conducted by the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) that focuses on the opinions and values of American’s. A cross-
sectional design and probability sample from the 2018 data set was used to randomly select respondents. Results. The results
indicated  that  race  is  significantly  associated  with  attitudes  towards  physician-assisted  death.  The level  of  significance
suggests a strong positive association, and the direction indicated that Black and Other racial groups have higher rates of
positive decision about PAD. Conclusion. Although attitudes towards PAD varied, Black and other racial groups had favorable
decisions for PAD. Further research is crucial in the continuous debate on PAD and understanding the influences of predictors
for or against PAD.
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