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Abstract : This is, perhaps, the first linguistic study of Maithili Urdu, a dialect of Urdu language of Indo-Aryan family, spoken
by around four million speakers in Darbhanga, Samastipur, Begusarai, Madhubani, and Muzafarpur districts of Bihar. It has the
subject–verb–object (SOV) word order and it lacks script and literature. Needless to say, this work is an attempt to document
this dialect so that it should contribute to the field of descriptive linguistics. Besides, it is also spoken by majority of Maithili
diaspora community. Maithili Urdu does not have its own script or literature, yet it has maintained an oral history of over many
centuries. It has contributed to enriching the Maithili, Hindi and Urdu languages and literature very profoundly. Dialects are
the contact languages of particular regions, and they have a deep impact on their cultural heritage. Slowly with time, these
dialects begin to take shape of languages. The convergence of a dialect into a language is a symbol and pride of the people who
speak it. Although, confined to the five districts of northern Bihar, yet highly popular among the natives, it is the primary mode
of communication of the local Muslims. The paper will focus on the structure of expressions about Maithili Urdu that include
the structure of words, phrases, clauses, and sentences. There are clear differences in linguistic features of Maithili Urdu vis-à-
vis Urdu, Maithili and Hindi. Though being a dialect of Urdu, interestingly, there is only one second person pronoun tu and lack
of agentive marker –ne. Although being spoken in the vicinity of Hindi, Urdu and Maithili, it undoubtedly has its own linguistic
features, of them, verb conjugation is remarkably unique. Because of the oral tradition of this link language, intonation has
become significantly prominent. This paper will discuss the morpho-syntactic pattern of Maithili Urdu and will go through a
sample text to authenticate the findings.
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