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Abstract : This paper delineates the historical retrospective and current status of school choice in China. Focusing on
analyzing the similarities and differences in origin, evolution, public dispute, policy dynamics between China and the United
States, the article depicts a panorama and explores possible causes. Both China and the United States continue to learn from
historical legacy and invent new programs to perfect school choice policy but the outcomes are so different. On the one hand,
the percentage of public schools in China remains high all along, while there is a considerably significant reduction in the
United States. On the other hand, there is more governmental intervention in the United States with continuous and constant
policy updates and adjustment. Finally, this article adopts public-private partnerships (PPP) to seek to provide insights into
differences between the two countries and argue that school choice is not only the production of education marketization and
corporation but also driven by political mechanism.
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