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Abstract : The paper traces the evolving relationship between women, public spaces, and citizenship and dissent by analyzing
acts of dissent led by women. The paper outlines this relationship in the context of the protests held in Shaheen Bagh, Delhi
against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), National Registry of Citizens (NRC), and National Population Register (NPR) in
2019. Additionally, the paper aims to explore how the multiple identities of the protestors in Shaheen Bagh affected the nature,
implications, and responses to the protests. To do so, the paper will analyze three key areas in relationship with women,
namely, public spaces, citizenship, and dissent. In doing so, it will examine the gendered access to public spaces and its
implications on the realization of one’s citizenship rights. Moreover, it will explore the historical notions of citizenship, its
contemporary understanding, the exclusionary nature of citizenship, and the conflict between community rights and individual
rights with respect to women’s rights. In context of dissent, it will evaluate the understanding of dissent and trace the
difference in the experience of dissent based on gender by reviewing social movements led and maintained by women. This
paper will utilize secondary data to explore the questions it poses. This includes a study of books and journal articles in
conjunction with media reports concerning gender, public spaces, citizenship, and dissent. It will apply an intersectional lens in
its analysis.
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