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Abstract : What is the nature of the 'political subjects' in the new urban spaces of the Indian cities? How do they become a
'public'? The paper explores these questions by studying the National Capital Region's gated communities in India. Even as the
'gated-ness' of these neighborhoods constantly underlines the definitive spatial boundary of the 'public' that it is constituted
within the walls of a particular gated community, the making of this 'public' occurs as much in the digital spaces—in the digital
space of online messaging apps and platforms—populated by unique digital identities. It is through constant exchanges of the
digital identities that the 'public' is created. However, the institutional framework and the formal rules governing the making of
the public are still analogue because they presume and privilege traditional modes of participation for people to constitute a
'public'. The institutions are designed as rules and norms governing people's behavior when they participate in traditional,
physical mode, whereas rules and norms designed in the algorithms regulate people's social and political behavior in the digital
domain. In exploring this disjuncture between the analogue institutions and the digital public, the paper analytically evaluates
the nature of everyday politics in gates neighborhoods in India.
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