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Abstract : The acquisition of the correct pronunciation in Chinese is closely linked to the initial phase of the study. Based on
the contrastive analysis, we determine the differences in the pronunciation of stop consonants in Chinese and Slovak taking
into consideration the place and manner of articulation to gain a better understanding of the students' main difficulties in the
process of acquiring correct pronunciation of Chinese stop consonants. We employ the software Praat for the analysis of the
recorded samples with an emphasis on the pronunciation of the students with a varying command of Chinese. The comparison
of the VOT length for the individual consonants in the students' pronunciation and the pronunciation of the native speaker
exposes the differences between the correct pronunciation and the deviant pronunciation of the students.
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