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Abstract : The paper aims to provide a critical review of the current state-of-the-art literature on emerging digital business
theories. They are specifically focusing on the emergent theories on digital transformation, digitization, and digitalization and
their importance in the global south. Digital business is an emergent field that cuts across the different existing disciplines. The
paper is threefold- to provide the conceptual and theoretical definition of the DT, digitization and digitization. There is a
growing  need  to  provide  some of  the  differences  between digitalization,  digitization  and  digital  transformation  from a
theoretical and conceptual basis. These tend to be confused and often use interchangeably the second aim is to focus on the
emerging theories on digital transformation and digital business. Finally, the paper provides some critical review of the
importance of scholarship in the field from the global south. The systematic review of the literature was conducted through the
different research databases to provide some of the major theories in the field of digital business and critically argue for the
global  south stance.  Much of  the research on the development and adoption of  digital  technologies,  specifically  digital
transformation, has been done in the west and developed countries. There is thus a dearth of research conducted in developing
countries and the global south.
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