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Abstract : This paper tries to understand the nuances of feminisation of agriculture in the Indian context and how that is
associated with better intrahousehold bargaining power for women. The economic survey of India indicates a constant increase
in the share of the female workforce in Indian agriculture in the past few decades. This can be accounted for by many factors
like the migration of male workers to urban areas and, therefore, the complete burden of agriculture shifting on the female
counterparts. Therefore this study is an attempt to study that how this increase in the female workforce corresponds to a better
decision-making ability for women in rural farm households. This paper is an attempt to carefully evaluate this aspect of the
feminisation of Indian agriculture. The paper tries to study how various factors that improve the status of women in agriculture
change with things like resource ownership. This paper uses both the macro-level and micro-level data to study the dynamics of
the proportion of the workforce in agriculture across different states in India and how that has translated into better indicators
for women in rural areas. The fall in India’s rank in the global gender wage gap index is alarming in such a context, and this
creates a puzzle with increasing female workforce participation. The paper will consider if the condition of women improved
over time with the increased share of employment or not? Using field survey data, this paper tries to understand if there exists
any digression for some of the indicators both at the macro and micro level. The paper also tries to integrate the economic
understanding of gender aspects of the workforce and the sociological stance prevailing in the existing literature. Therefore,
this paper takes a mixed-method approach to better understand the role that social structure plays in the improved status of
women within and across various households. Therefore, this paper will finally help us understanding if at all there is a
feminisation of Indian agriculture or it's just exploitation of a different kind. This study intends to create a distinction between
the gendered labour force in Indian agriculture and the complete democratization of Indian agriculture. The study is primarily
focused on areas where the exodus of male migrants pushes women to work on agricultural farms. The question posits is
whether it is the willingness of women to work in agriculture or is it urbanisation and development-induced conditions that
make women work in agriculture as farm labourers? The motive is to understand if factors like resource ownership and the
ability to autonomous decision-making are interlinked with an increased proportion of the female workforce or not? Based on
this framework, we finally provide a brief comment on policy implications of government intervention in improving Indian
agriculture and the gender aspects associated with it.
Keywords : feminisation, intrahousehold bargaining, farm households, migration, agriculture, decision-making
Conference Title : ICAERP 2021 : International Conference on Agricultural Economics and Rural Policies
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : October 21-22, 2021

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:15, No:10, 2021

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
5,

 N
o:

10
, 2

02
1 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
36

73
7.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 15(10) 2021 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/136737.pdf

