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Abstract : Teacher burnout and dissatisfaction is a concerning challenge for visual art (VA) programs within the western
(Canadian) educational context, however VA programs who offer the International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum within
international schools are thriving. The purpose of this research was to investigate the experiences of Canadian-educated
seasoned VA teachers within a range of curriculums, administrative systems and locations focusing on issues related to the VA
teaching experience such as viability of the artist-teacher relationship, teaching satisfaction and teacher burnout. Research
was conducted using an auto-ethnography approach coupled with a comparative case study method using in-depth interviews.
Insights were uncovered into VA teacher’s lived experience, values and decisions, occupational ideology, cultural knowledge,
and perspectives. Research for creation methods were explored to develop a creative narrative to amplify teacher voice;
endeavouring to make the obscure vivid, empathy possible, direct attention to individuality and locate the universal. Case study
results sustain ethnographic observations revealing that VA teachers are experiencing more efficacy, satisfaction and success,
with less burn out within the international school/IB context.
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