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Abstract : Nomadic tribes have always had the need to relocate and build shelters, moving from one site to another in search
of food, water, and natural resources. They are affected by weather and seasonal changes and consequently started innovating
textiles to build better shelters. Their solutions came from the observation of their natural environment, material, and
surroundings. The textile innovation of nomadic tribes has led designers to create environmentally responsive products, such
as Ceginskas Lindstrom’s new self-shading tent membrane developed by her ‘smocking’ technique. ‘AlRahala’ Nomadic
Bedouin tribes from the Middle East and North African region have used textiles as a fundamental architectural element in
their tent structure, ‘Bayt AlShar’ (House of Hair). The nomadic tribe has innovated their textile to create a fabric that is more
suited to change in climatic and weather conditions. Based on the research of existing literature and documents, as well as
analysis of photographs and videos, to conclude that the traditional textiles and innovations done by nomadic tribes may be a
rich source of information for designers, which can provide innovative solutions for manufacturing modern-day textiles.
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