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Abstract : The adoption of improved agricultural technologies has been connected with higher earnings and lower poverty,
enhanced nutritional status, lower staple food prices, and increased employment opportunities for landless laborers. The
adoption and extension of the technologies are vastly crucial in that it  enables the countries to achieve the millennium
development goals (MDG) of reducing extreme poverty and hunger. There are efforts which directed to the enlargement and
provision of modern crop varieties in sub-Saharan Africa in the past 30 years. Nevertheless, by and large, the adoption and
expansion of rates for improved technologies have insulated behind other regions. This research aims to assess social and
economic barriers in the adoption and expansion of agricultural technologies by local communities living around a private
agricultural farm in Woliatta Zone, Southern Ethiopia. The study has been carried out among rural households which are
located in the three localities selected for the study in the Woliatta zone. Across sectional mixed method, the design was used
to address the study objective. The qualitative method was employed (in-depth interview, key informant, and focus group
discussion) involving a total of 42 in-depth informants, 17 key-informant interviews, 2 focus group discussions comprising of 10
individuals in each group through purposive sampling techniques. The survey method was mainly used in the study to examine
the impact of attitudinal, demographic, and socioeconomic variables on farmers’ adoption of agricultural technologies for
quantitative data. The finding of the study revealed that Amibara commercial farm has not made a resolute and well-organized
effort to extend agricultural technology to the surrounding local community. A comprehensive agricultural technology transfer
scheme hasn’t been put in place by the commercial farm ever since it commenced operating in the study area. Besides, there is
an ongoing conflict of interest between the farm and the community, which has kept on widening through time, bounds to be
irreversible.
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