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Abstract : The creation of an ASEAN Community in 2015 is definitely one thing to look forward to. Integration may have birth
pains in the beginning but at the end of the day, there are many opportunities that each member-state can take advantage that
will benefit the people of ASEAN. Once fully integrated in 2015, ASEAN-certified tourism professionals who pass the common
competency standards may find employment in various divisions of labor that are common across various sectors of tourism in
member countries. At present, there are six labor divisions where tourism professionals may find employment in ASEAN
member countries: namely Front Office; Housekeeping; Food Production; Food and Beverage Services (for Hotel Services);
Travel Agency; and Tour Operations (for Travel Services Division). The study attempts to assess the readiness of Indonesian
and Filipino students prospective skilled and educated tourism labors to work in ASEAN member countries by 2015. The data
sources are obtained from a researcher-designed questionnaire and in-depth interview to reveal the interest of Indonesian and
Filipino students to work in other ASEAN member states. The questionnaires were distributed to 240 third and fourth year
students who are currently enrolled at the leading tourism institutes/universities in Indonesia and Philippines. The findings of
the study will reveal the fulfillment of the requirements to work in ASEAN member-states, the comparison of existing tourism
management curricula of Indonesia and Philippines to the Common ASEAN Curriculum (CATC) and Regional Qualifications
Framework and Skills Recognition System (RQFSRS) which supports the policies of the Ministry of Tourism and Creative
Economy of the Republic of Indonesia and the Department of Tourism and Department of Labor and Employment of the
Republic of the Philippines.
Keywords : ASEAN economic community, prospective skilled and educated tourism labors, tourism labor movement, ASEAN
certified-tourism professionals
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