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Abstract : Through an interdisciplinary and trauma-responsive lens, this article reviews the legal and social history of
mandated reporting laws and family separation, examines the ethical conundrum of mandated reporting as it relates to
evidence-based practice, and discusses alternatives to mandated reporting as a primary prevention strategy. Using existing
and emerging data, the authors argue that mandated reporting as a universal strategy contributes to racial disproportionality
in the child welfare system and that anti-racist practices should begin with an examination of our reliance on mandated
reporting.
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