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Abstract : The paper describes how the subjective interpretation of poverty changed during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
results of data collection at the end of 2020 are compared to the results of a similar survey from 2019. The methods of
systematic data collection are used to collect data about the beliefs of the population about poverty. The analysis is carried out
in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén County, one of the most backward areas in Hungary. The paper concludes that poverty is mainly
linked to material values, and it did not change from 2019 to 2020. Some slight changes, however, highlight the effect of the
pandemic: poverty is increasingly seen as a generational problem in 2020, and another important change is that isolation
became more closely related to poverty.
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