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Abstract : Two major pitfalls emerge at the intersection of gender and peacebuilding literature: the comprehension of women
as a homogeneous category and a focus on women's participation in formal peace processes and state structures. However,
women belong (and identify) to distinct ethnic, religious, or social groups, and the variety of their social location impacts their
ability to mobilize, to participate in peace processes as well as the way they envision peace. This study is based on interviews
conducted (remotely) with women activists from the post-Yugoslav area. It shows that women's economic empowerment and
education are central issues that must be addressed for women political participation being effective. This has implications for
peace projects –their priorities, scales of implementation, etc.– and the allocation of civil society’s funds.
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