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Abstract : As a complex socio-spatial phenomenon, migration is a practice that also contains a strong imaginative component
with respect to the place that, through displacement, one person wants to reach. Every migrant has undertaken his journey
having in his mind an image of the displacement he was about to make, of its implications and finally, of the place or city in
which he was or would have liked to land. Often, however, the imaginary that has come to build before departure does not fully
correspond to the reality of  landing; this discrepancy,  which can be more or less wide,  plays an important role in the
relationship that is established with the territory and in the evolution, therefore, of the city itself. In this sense, therefore, the
clash that occurs between the imagined and the real is one of the factors that can contribute to making the entry of a migrant
into new territory as critical as it can be. Starting from this perspective, the experiences of people who derive from a migratory
context and who, over time, manage to create a bond with the land of reception, are taken into account as stories of resistance
as they are necessarily charged with a force that is capable of driving difficult and articulated processes of change. The
phenomenon of migrant entrepreneurship that is taken into consideration by this abstract plays a very important role because
it highlights the story of many people who have managed to build such a close bond with the new territory of arrival that they
can imagine and then realize the construction of their own personal business. The margin of contrast between the imagined
city and the one that will be inhabited will be observed through the narratives of those who, through the realization of his
business project has acted directly on the reality in which he landed. The margin of contrast that exists between the imagined
city and the one actually inhabited, together with the implications that this may have on real life, has been observed and
analyzed through a period of fieldwork, practicing ethnography, through the narratives of people who find themselves living in
a new city as a result of a migration path, and has been contextualized with the support of semi-structured interviews and field
notes. At the theoretical level, the research is inserted into a constructionist framework, particularly suited to detect and
analyze processes of change, construction of the imaginary and its own modification, being able to capture the consequent
repercussions of this process on the conceptual, emotional and practical level.
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