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Abstract : Aim: To evaluate the pattern of occurrence of adverse drug reactions (ADRs) with platinum compounds in cancer
chemotherapy at a tertiary care hospital. Methods: It was a retrospective, descriptive case record study done on patients
admitted to the medical oncology ward of Kasturba Hospital, Manipal from July to November 2012. Inclusion criteria comprised
of patients of both sexes and all ages diagnosed with cancer and were on platinum compounds, who developed at least one
adverse drug reaction during or after the treatment period. CDSCO proforma was used for reporting ADRs. Causality was
assessed using Naranjo Algorithm. Results: A total of 65 patients was included in the study. Females comprised of 67.69% and
rest males. Around 49.23% of the ADRs were seen in the age group of 41-60 years, followed by 20 % in 21-40 years, 18.46% in
patients over 60 years and 12.31% in 1-20 years age group. The anticancer agents which caused adverse drug reactions in our
study were carboplatin (41.54%), cisplatin (36.92%) and oxaliplatin (21.54%). Most common adverse drug reactions observed
were oral candidiasis (21.53%), vomiting (16.92%), anaemia (12.3%), diarrhoea (12.3%) and febrile neutropenia (0.08%). The
results of the causality assessment of most of the cases were probable. Conclusion: The adverse effect of chemotherapeutic
agents is a matter of concern in the pharmacological management of cancer as it affects the quality of life of patients. This
information would be useful in identifying and minimizing preventable adverse drug reactions while generally enhancing the
knowledge of the prescribers to deal with these adverse drug reactions more efficiently.
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