
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in Crisis as Viewed during
Bangladesh Parliamentary Election-2018 and Afterwards: A Contestant's

Perspective on Social Measures
Authors : Mohammad S. Islam
Abstract : Elections in Bangladesh are always controversial, and sometimes it becomes a violent affair when state power is
combined with politics. Despite the commitment of the ruling party- the polling government to ensure free, fair, and credible
elections, the participants of opposition parties and the general voters became very disappointed, terribly frustrated, and
severely shocked. It happened when numerous claims of serious irregularities of vote rigging and violence came out in broad
daylight during the election. This paper addresses the issues of how the ruling party created frightening and a horror situation
to make people silent over electoral fraud and violent incidents, including gang rape. It also seeks to demonstrate that
election-2018 was simply the deceptive action of the ruling party to legitimate their power, but not to provide a minimum
opportunity for voters to exercise their fundamental right to vote. The fundamental freedom and the rule of law seemed to be
ignored completely in this election process and afterwards. With the help of state machinery, the government of the ruling
party violated human rights, restricted fundamental freedoms, and humiliated social protection & dignity. The contestant’s
views as witnessed and relevant literatures are cited first for conceptual understanding. Then, the paper will examine how a
new dimension of circumstantial social measures related to sustained protection can reduce all kinds of violence against
humanity towards establishing a peaceful democratic society. Finally, this paper interprets the key findings and considers
wider implications.
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