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Abstract : The paper aims to present the course of ongoing research concerning the treatment of pretrial detainees, convicted
or released prisoners for sexual offenses, an area that has not received much attention in Greece in terms of the prison
experience and the reintegration potentials regarding this specific category of prisoners. The study plan provides for the use of
a combination of research methods (focus groups with prisoners, structured individual interviews with prisoners and prison
staff). Also, interviews with ex-prisoners detained regarding sexual offenses will take place. In Greece, there are no special
provisions for the treatment of sexual offenders in prison, nor are there any special programs in place for their rehabilitation.
Sexual offenders are usually separated from other prisoners, as the informal code of the social organization of the prison
community dictates, despite no relevant legal framework. The study aims to explore the reasons for the separate detention of
sexual offenders and discuss their special (non) treatment from different points of view, namely the legality and legitimacy of
this discriminatory practice in terms of prisoners’ protection, safety, stigmatization, and possible social exclusion, as well as
their post-release expectations and social reintegration potentials. The purpose of the research is the exploration of the prison
experience of sexual offenders, the exercise of their legal rights, their adjustment to the demands of social life in prison, as well
as the role of prison officers and various interventions aiming to their preparation for reentry to society. The study will take
into consideration the European and international prison/penitentiary standards and best practices in order to examine the
issue comparatively, while the contribution of the United Nations and the Council of Europe and its standards will be used to
assess the treatment of sexual offenders in terms of its compatibility to international and European model-rules and trends. The
outcome will be utilized to form main directions and propositions for a coherent and consistent human rights-based and social
integration-oriented penal policy regarding the treatment of persons accused or convicted of sexual offenses in Greece.
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