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Abstract : This study examines the cost and benefits of a family treatment drug court in an urban county in a southeastern
state. Additionally, this cost analysis will provide a detailed description of the type and cost of activities to produce the services
provided to child welfare families.  This  study utilized return-on-investment analysis,  which uses child welfare practices,
disaggregates them into separate activities and estimates costs for these activities including child-level placement data for total
cost of care for the child. Direct and indirect costs were considered as well as saving calculations what costs would be
associated with child welfare outcomes both short and long term. The costs included were general program costs (salaries,
drug screens, transportation, childcare, parent education, program evaluation, visitation, incentives) or personnel costs for
other team members (judges, court administrators, child welfare workers, child welfare supervisors, and community mental
health provider). The savings that were used in the study were length of time in out of home care, Medicaid costs, substance
exposed births, emergency room utilization and jail/probation costs. This study documents an overall savings of between
$168,993.30 and $837,993.30. The total savings per family divided by the 40 families who have participated in the program
was between $4,224.83 to $20,949.83 per family. The results of this cost benefit analysis are consistent with prior research
documenting savings associated with out of home care and jail/probation; however, there are also unique contributions of this
study to the literature on cost effectiveness of family treatment drug courts. We will present recommendations for further
utilization of family treatment drug courts and how to expand the current model.
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