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Challenges of eradicating neglected tropical diseases
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Abstract : Background: Each year, tropical diseases affect large numbers of tropical or subtropical populations and give rise to
irreparable financial and human damage. Among these diseases, some are known as Neglected Tropical Disease (NTD) that
may cause unusual dangers; however, they have not been appropriately accounted for. Taking into account the priority of
eradication of the disease, this study explored the causes of failure to eradicate neglected tropical diseases. Method: This study
was a systematized review that was conducted in January 2021 on the articles related to neglected tropical diseases on
databases of Web of Science, PubMed, Scopus, Science Direct, Ovid, Pro-Quest, and Google Scholar. The Preferred Reporting
Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guidelines as well as Critical Appraisal Skills Program (CASP) for
articles and AACODS (Authority, Accuracy, Coverage, Objectivity, Date, Significance) for grey literature (provides five criteria
for judging the quality of grey information) were integrated. Finding: The challenges in controlling and eradicating neglected
tropical diseases in four general themes are as follows: shortcomings in disease management policies and programs,
environmental challenges, executive challenges in policy disease and research field and 36 sub-themes. Conclusion: To achieve
the goals of eradicating forgotten tropical diseases, it seems indispensable to free up financial, human and research resources,
proper management of health infrastructure, attention to migrants and refugees, clear targeting, prioritization appropriate to
local conditions and special attention to political and social developments. Reducing the number of diseases should free up
resources for the management of neglected tropical diseases prone to epidemics as dengue, chikungunya and leishmaniasis.
For the purpose of global support, targeting should be accurate.
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