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Abstract : This is a study about Hegelian political and moral philosophy. Our aim is to understand the relevance that Hegel
attributes to ethics in the concrete political configuration of society. But our analysis isn’t limited to Hegel’s most known
political work (the Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts). Instead, we also analyze the Phänomenologie des Geistes and
establish a comparison between them. In the Moralität of the Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, consciousness acquires
the disposition that allows it to see any determination as its own (the certainty about itself or Gewissen). This certainty is the
essential disposition that makes itself felt throughout all Sittlichkeit –the dispositions of family member and citizen (Bürger) are
only configurations of it. Although consciousness is alienated in these dispositions, it doesn’t lose the certainty about itself that
it reached in the Moralität. As our major finding, we point out that it is the moral learning that allows consciousness to resist
the temptation of focusing so intensely on specific content that it excludes all the others (a temptation that is stimulated by the
very intensity with which each content presents itself to consciousness). As the world of Bildung of the Phänomenologie des
Geistes isn’t preceded by a sphere of Moralität, consciousness is thrown into a frenzy of destruction of all the powers of
objectivity, and it ends up having to withdraw from the concrete contents and to focus in an abstract whole, where it doesn’t
find  opposite  determinacies.  The  evidence  supporting  our  thesis  is  the  fact  that  the  transition  from  abstraction  into
particularity, that we see in the Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, allows the preservation of abstraction (it isn’t lost as
we penetrate in particularity). On the other hand, the transition we find in the Phänomenologie des Geistes is a transition from
particularity  to  abstraction,  which  takes  every  particularity  to  be  eliminated  in  the  war  with  others.  While  in  the
Phänomenologie des Geistes, the state may only be seen as a moment or facet of the object (it is only Staatsmacht); in the
Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, it is seen as a whole that contains various moments in itself (Staat). Therefore, the
element of the Phänomenologie des Geistes that is closer to the State of the Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts is language
(or the language of perversion) –something that can’t be defined as an individuality. This way, we want to show that, between
the Phänomenologie des Geistes and the Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, there is truly no remarkable evolution to
report in Hegel’s ethical thought. What the difference in the structure of the two works show is a specific thesis respecting the
influence of ethics in the configuration of society, and this thesis has implications at various levels, including in the philosophy
of history.
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