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Abstract : The term Mediterranean comes from the Latin “mediterraneus” (Medius, "middle" plus Terra, "land, earth"). For
the ancient Romans, the Mediterranean was the center of the earth as they knew it.  The desire to gain control of the
Mediterranean has led to disputes between many nations throughout history, some of which continue to this day. The recent
major natural gas discoveries in the Mediterranean have aggravated ongoing tensions in some neighboring countries. The sea
border dispute between Turkey and Greece & Greek-Cypriot side is one of the most critical conflicts in the Mediterranean Sea
region. This unresolved dispute has many implications for all countries involved, as well as for third parties that have direct or
indirect interests in the region. The research question of this context is what are the implications of this controversial sea
border problem on the maritime security of Turkey and its military spending. In this paper, the quantitative method is used.
Records from the Turkish Defense Ministry, data from the Turkish naval forces have been obtained. In addition, literature
research and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) application cases were evaluated, and an
incident analysis was carried out. This research shows that the sea border dispute issue has a significant impact on the Turkish
military both in terms of the structures required to ensure maritime and border security, as well as rising military costs and its
macroeconomic implications. The paper begins with a brief overview of relevant principles and methods applied for delimiting
th esea borders. The paper continues with a brief description and a background of the sea border dispute between Turkey and
Greece & Greek-Cypriot side in the light of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). An analysis of the
implications of the dispute on Turkey’s maritime security and its military spending is provided in the following chapters. The
paper ends with concluding remarks of the author, including suggestions for the way forward.
Keywords : sea border security, mediterranean sea, greece-turkey dispute, limitation of sea, united nations convention on the
law of the sea (UNCLOS)
Conference Title : ICSRD 2020 : International Conference on Scientific Research and Development
Conference Location : Chicago, United States
Conference Dates : December 12-13, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Mathematical and Computational Sciences

Vol:14, No:12, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 M
at

he
m

at
ic

al
 a

nd
 C

om
pu

ta
tio

na
l S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

4,
 N

o:
12

, 2
02

0 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

34
36

8.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(12) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/134368.pdf

