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Abstract : Public spaces within Indian markets are vibrant, colorful and contain dimensions that make them attractive and
therefore act as popular gathering spaces. Most of these public spaces emerge as squares, plazas of varied shapes and sizes
spread at different locations within the market. These public spaces grow organically and are discovered by the people
themselves as they respond positively to the collective human senses. On the other hand, there are the planned and designed
public spaces as well that are less active. This research evaluates both the planned and the organically transformed public
spaces in Indian markets from an Urban Design point of view. The purpose of such research is to provide a basis for design
solutions to ensure the success of designed public spaces. The evaluation is done for identified Attributes, namely Comfort,
Protection, Familiarity, Activities, Form, Legibility, Engagement, Safety, Accessibility, Environment and Transformations by
which a Public Space attains its recognition. The evaluation is based on a rating done for forty-four parameters falling under
eleven attributes of public space. An opinion survey of professionals is conducted for their priorities of attributes while
designing Public spaces. A comparison is made to rank these attributes between Planned and Organically transformed Public
spaces  and,  opinion  of  the  professionals.  After  dues  analysis,  the  research  suggests  the  learning  from the  organically
transformed Public spaces for ensuring the success of designed public spaces. The suggestions may be in the form of Design
decisions or administrative regulations, or both for achieving the desirables.
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