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Abstract : The traditional method of punitive justice in Brazil has failed to prevent high levels of recidivism. Combined with
overcrowding, a lack of resources, and human rights abuses, the conventional prison approach in Brazil is being questioned;
one alternative approach is the association of protection and assistance to convicts (APAC) method. Justice -according to the
principles of the APAC methodology- is served through education, reformation, and human development. The model has
reported relatively low levels of recidivism and has been internationally recognised for its progress. Through qualitative
research such as interviews and case studies, this paper explains why, applying the theory of restorative justice, the APAC
methodology yields lower rates of recidivism compared to the traditional models of prisons in Brazil.
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