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Abstract : RN HEALS, an acronym for Registered Nurses for Health Enhancement and Local Service, is expected to address
the shortage of skilled and experienced nurses in 1,221 rural and unserved or underserved communities for one year. The
study would like to explore the lived experiences of the nurses deployed under this program.The study is a Descriptive
Qualitative Research. Interview was utilized as a data gathering tool. Six community nurses who are deployed under the RN
HEALS program are included in the study. Van Kaam method was used as data management. Data gathering was done from
October to December 2013.Two themes emerged in the study; Value and Challenge. Under Value, it had three sub-themes; Job
Satisfaction,  Upholding Competency,  including Personal  Development and Professional  Growth,  and Employability.  While
under Challenge, it had one sub-theme, Job Stress. The study concludes that nurses adapt to strategies to pursue personal and
professional competence and an evolutionary journey. The researchers recommend that Health Administrators improve the
work environment of nurses to lessen the challenges experienced by nurses.
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