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Abstract  :  Victim  sensitivity  is  a  form  of  justice  sensitivity  that  reflects  the  tendency  to  perceive  injustice  to  one’s
disadvantage. Victim sensitivity is considered as a dysfunctional trait that predicts anger, aggression, uncooperative behavior,
depression and anxiety. Indeed, exploring the mechanism of association between victim sensitivity and anger is clinically
important since it can lead to externalizing and internalizing problems. This study aims to investigate the moderating role of
pathological narcissism in the relationship between victim sensitivity and anger rumination. Through testing different models
where subtypes of  narcissism and anger rumination components are included independently,  the specific  mechanism of
different ruminative processes in anger is investigated. The sample consisted of 311 undergraduate students from Turkey, 107
of whom were males, and 204 were females. Participants completed Justice Sensitivity Inventory-Victim Subscale, Pathological
Narcissism Inventory and Anger Rumination Scale.  In the proposed double moderation model,  vulnerable and grandiose
narcissism was the moderators in the relationship between victim justice sensitivity and anger rumination. Four separate
models were tested where one of the four components of anger rumination (angry afterthoughts, thoughts of revenge, angry
memories, understanding of causes) were the dependent variable in each model. Results revealed that two of the moderation
models are significant. Firstly, grandiose narcissism is the only moderator in the relationship between victim sensitivity and
thoughts of revenge. Secondly, vulnerable narcissism is the only moderator in the relationship between victim sensitivity and
understanding causes. Accordingly, grandiose narcissism is positively associated with the thoughts of revenge, and vulnerable
narcissism is positively associated with understanding causes, only when the level of victim sensitivity is high. To summarize,
increased victim sensitivity leads to ruminative thoughts of revenge in individuals with grandiose narcissism, whereas it leads
to rumination on causes of the incident in individuals with vulnerable narcissism. The clinical implications of the findings are
discussed.
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