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Abstract :  Nietzsche's  scholarship  in  the main has  never  quite  resolved its  deeply  divided,  at  times self-contradictory
responses to what Friedrich Nietzsche might have actually meant by his notion of the 'will to power'. Yet, in the context of the
current global pandemic and climate change crisis, never has there been a more urgent need to investigate and resolve that
contradiction. This paper argues for the 'will to power' as being a potentially irrational-rational psychopathology, one that can
properly be understood only by means of Nietzsche's agonistic insights into another psychopathology—that of ressentiment.
The argument also makes a case for the contention that amor fati (Nietzsche’s positive affirmation of life) may prove to be
ressentiment's cure. In addition, as an integral part of the case’s methodology, the lens defined as the Mimetic and Scapegoat
theory of Rene Girard (1923-2015) is brought to bear on resolving the contradiction. Ressentiment and Mimetic Theory will
prove to be key players in the investigation, in as much as they expose the reasons for a modernity in crisis. The major finding
of this study is that when the explanatory power of the two theories is applied, an understanding of the dynamics of the crisis
in which we find ourselves emerges. The keys to that insight will  include: (1) how these two psychopathologies closely
resemble the contemporary neurologically defined 'borderline conditions' and their implications for culture (2) how identity
politics stifle exemplary leadership, and so create toxic cultures (3) a critical assessment of Achille Mbembe's (2019) re-
working of Frantz Fanon's 'ethics of the passerby' and its resonances with Nietzsche's amor fati.
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