
Towards the Ideal Life: Quantitative Study on the Impact of Social
Enterprises towards Their Employees

Authors : Joseph Daniel Lumain
Abstract : The Philippine business sector has witnessed the emergence of a new category that distinguishes itself from the
common framework that most enterprises utilize as this new emerging player incorporates social needs as part of its mission
and goals. Various literature has manifested the relevance of social enterprises as an instrument towards poverty alleviation, as
it concretely increases the capabilities of individuals. This study aims to identify whether or not social enterprises creates an
impact towards their employees by positively influencing their respective perceptions on their capabilities on income, health
and education. Utilizing Amartya Sen’s Capabilities Framework, this study is grounded on the relationships between social
enterprises and increased capabilities, and increased capabilities and developing towards living a life they truly desire. The
data gathered was analyzed quantitatively, supplemented by qualitative interviews with one to two employees from the social
enterprise itself. Focusing on three social enterprises found within GKonomics, or the platform of Gawad Kalinga for social
enterprise development, this purposive study was able to show that employees’ perceptions on their employment positively
influenced their perceptions on their capabilities, and that this result affected their improvement towards living a life they
desire.
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