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Abstract : Background: The aim of this paper is to investigate poly code texts in the communication of youth antisocial groups.
Nowadays, the notion of a text has numerous interpretations. Besides all the approaches to defining a text, we must take into
account semiotic and cultural-semiotic ones. Rapidly developing IT, world globalization, and new ways of coding of information
increase the role of the cultural-semiotic approach. However, the development of computer technologies leads also to changes
in the text  itself.  Polycode texts  play a  more and more important  role  in  the everyday communication of  the younger
generation. Therefore, the research of functional and pragmatic aspects of both verbal and non-verbal content is actually quite
important. Methods and Material: For this survey, we applied the combination of four methods of text investigation: not only
intention and content analysis but also semantic and syntactic analysis. Using these methods provided us with information on
general  text  properties,  the  content  of  transmitted  messages,  and  each  communicants’  intentions.  Besides,  during  our
research, we figured out the social background; therefore, we could distinguish intertextual connections between certain types
of polycode texts. As the sources of the research material, we used 20 public channels in the popular messenger Telegram and
data extracted from smartphones, which belonged to arrested members of antisocial groups. Findings: This investigation let us
assert  that  polycode  texts  can  be  characterized  as  highly  intertextual  language  unit.  Moreover,  we  could  outline  the
classification of these texts based on communicants’ intentions. The most common types of antisocial polycode texts are a call
to illegal actions and agitation. What is more, each type has its own semantic core: it depends on the sphere of communication.
However, syntactic structure is universal for most of the polycode texts. Conclusion: Polycode texts play important role in
online communication.  The results of  this investigation demonstrate that in some social  groups using these texts has a
destructive influence on the younger generation and obviously needs further researches.
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