
Does Rumor Shakes Trust: The Role of Emotions in Local Conflict and
Peacemaking

Authors : Safiye Ates Burc
Abstract : This proposal is based on the story of Kurdish tribal conflict and peace in Mardin (Turkey). In the stories that will be
detailed with in-depth interviews with the parties to the conflict (family elders, mediators and other tribal lords); It will be
examined how rumor has an effect on establishing conflict and peace and whether it shakes the trust between the parties. In
fact, this research is still at an ongoing stage. In this paper, the effect of emotions on conflict and reconciliation, which is the
main subject of this ongoing study, will be conveyed in line with the data obtained from the preliminary research. In-depth
interviews are conducted in the research in which the ethnography method is used. As an early result, it can be said that in
organizations such as the Kurdish tribes, where local loyalties and traditions are very strong, the rumor has the potential to
shake the trust between the parties and thus can become the excuse for conflict. Because rumors damage the prestige of
tribes, that’s, it’s social capital.
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