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Abstract : An election is no doubt a universally accepted means of resolving societal problems, particularly those with political
connotations. While the process has often been conducted in advanced democracies without attacks on opponents and the
populace, that ambiance of political tranquillity has hardly been enjoyed in many African states. While the violent nature of
polls on this part of the globe have for long been linked among other things to monetization and the zero-sum character of
politics, emerging trends show how the increasing rate of electoral violence may not be unconnected to the broadcasts of
violent acts in the media. Anchored on the age-long complaints about the possible deleterious effects of mass media and Plato’s
concern about the effects of plays on the youth, this study aims to interrogate the relationship between media and electoral
violence in Nigeria using Kogi State as a case study. While the Social Cognitive Theory is adopted to guide the study to fruition,
data was elicited primarily from a multi-stage sampling arrangement in which respondents from three purposively selected
locations (Anyigba, Lokoja, and Okene) were randomly selected. Using chi-square to test the assumption that media violence
catalyzes  electoral  violence  in  Kogi  State,  it  was  discovered  among other  revelations  that  electoral  violence  increases
numerically with the depiction of violence in the media. As a recommendation, therefore, this paper advocate that Civil Society
Organisations, as well as relevant governmental agencies, should carry out mass political education which aims at instilling
political morals on the populace, especially the youths.
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