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Abstract : This article explores urban laboratory, which presents a combination of different physical and digital methods and
tools for public participation in urban design. The city consists of built and unbuilt environments, which can be defined as a
community of people, who live there. Communities should have the option to express opinions and decide about the future of
their city, from the early stages of the design process onwards. In this paper, we presented the possibility of involving
community into renewal of Banska Štiavnica in Slovakia (more exactly the old mining shaft and lake Michal Štolna) and the
methods to promote the community building. As a case study we presented the eTHNo project, Education about Technical,
Historical and Natural opportunities of Michal Štolna. Moreover, we discussed the possibility of using virtual digital tools for
public participation in urban design, where we especially focused on Virtual Urban Laboratory, VuLab.
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