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Abstract : Urban design aims to provide a stage for public life that, when once brought to life, is right away subject to subtle
but continuous transformation.  This  paper explores such transformations and searches for ways how public  life  can be
reinforced in the case of  a housing settlement for the displaced in Nicosia,  Cyprus.  First,  a  sound basis  of  theoretical
knowledge is established through literature review, notably the theory of the Production of Space by Henri Lefebvre, exploring
its potential and defining key criteria for the following empirical analysis. The analysis is pinpointing the differences between
spatial practice, representation of space and spaces of representation as well as their interaction, alliance, or even conflict. In
doing so uncertainties, chances and challenges are unraveled that will be consequently linked to practice and action and lead
to the formulation of a design strategy. A strategy, though, that does not long for achieving an absolute, finite certainty but
understands the three dimensions of space formulated by Lefebvre as equal and space as continuously produced, hence,
unfinished.
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