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Abstract : This paper discusses the Green Climate Fund's environmental and social management framework (GCF). The
environmental and social management framework ensures the accredited entity considers the GCF's accreditation standards
and  effectively  implements  each  of  the  GCF-funded  projects.  The  GCF  requires  all  accredited  entities  to  meet  basic
transparency and accountability standards as well as environmental and social safeguards (ESMS). In doing so, the accredited
entity  sets  up different  independent  units.  One of  these units  is  called the Grievance Mechanism.  When allegations of
environmental and social harms are raised in association with GCF-funded activities, affected parties can contact the entity’s
grievance unit.  One of  the most challenging things about the accredited entity's  grievance unit  is  the lack of  available
information and resources on the entities' websites. Many AEs have anti-corruption or anti-money laundering unit, but they do
not have the environmental and social unit for affected people. This paper will argue the effectiveness of environmental and
social grievance mechanisms of AEs by using a qualitative approach to indicate how many of AEs have a poor or an effective
GRM. Some ESMSs seem highly effective. On the other hand, other mechanisms lack basic requirements such as a clear,
transparent, uniform procedure and a definitive timetable. We have looked at each AE mechanism not only in light of how the
website  goes  into  detail  regarding the  process  of  grievance  mechanism but  also  in  light  of  their  risk  category.  Many
mechanisms appear inadequate for the lower level risk category entities (C) and, even surprisingly, for many higher-risk
categories (A). We found; in most cases, the grievance mechanism of AEs seems vague.
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