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Abstract : The concept of smartness, inclusion, sustainability is multidisciplinary and fuzzy, rooted in economic and social
development theories and policies which get reflected in the spatial development of the cities. It is a challenge to convert these
concepts from aspirations to transforming actions. There is a dearth of assessment and planning tools to support the city
planners and administrators in developing smart, inclusive, and sustainable cities. To address this gap, this study develops an
inclusive cities decision matrix based on an exploratory approach and using mixed methods. The matrix is soundly based on a
review of multidisciplinary urban sector literature and refined and finalized based on inputs from experts and insights from
case studies. The application of the decision matric on the case study cities in India suggests that the contemporary planning
tools for cities need to be multidisciplinary and flexible to respond to the unique needs of the diverse contexts. The paper
suggests that a multidimensional and inclusive approach to city planning can play an important role in building sustainable
smart cities.
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