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Abstract : Loss of vegetable products has been a major constraint in the post-harvest chain. Sources of post-harvest loss in the
vegetable industry start from the time of harvesting to its handling and at the various market centers. Identifying vegetable
farmers’ perceptions about post-harvest loss sources is one way of addressing this issue. In this paper, we assessed farmers’
perceptions about sources of post-harvest losses in the Ashanti Region of Ghana. We also identified the factors that influence
their perceptions. To clearly understand farmers’ perceptions, we selected Sekyere-Kumawu District in the Ashanti Region.
Sekyere-Kumawu District is one of the major producers of vegetables in the Region. Based on a questionnaire survey, 100
vegetable farmers growing tomato, pepper, okra, cabbage, and garden egg were purposely selected from five communities in
Sekyere-Kumawu District. For farmers’ perceptions, the five points Likert scale was employed. On a scale from 1 (no loss) to 5
(extremely high loss), we processed the scores for each vegetable harvest. To clarify factors influencing farmers’ perceptions,
the Pearson Correlation analysis was used. Our findings revealed that farmers perceive post-harvest loss by pest infestation as
the most extreme loss. However, vegetable farmers did not perceive loss during transportation as a serious source of post-
harvest loss. The Pearson Correlation analysis results further revealed that farmers’ age, gender, level of education, and years
of experience had an influence on their perceptions. This paper then discusses some recommendations to minimize the post-
harvest loss in the region.
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