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Abstract  :  The  knowledge,  skills,  and  identity  of  the  Higher  Education  professional  are  constantly  challenged  with  a
demanding environment of teaching, research, administration, and pastoral care. It is more important than ever for professors
and lecturers to maintain their professional development in a constantly changing environment. The importance of professional
development has become more focused as new skills are needed to meet the demands of remote teaching and learning during a
pandemic. Uncertainty and performance pressures influence teachers to try to return to physical spaces or recreate lecture
and seminar rooms despite more effective online spaces being available. This case study uses the Boys’ spatial triad as a
framework for qualitative interviews to capture the Lecturers’ experiences in Universities in the UK and the USA of moving to
online learning spaces. The study finds that without effective professional development and time to reflect critically on remote
learning innovation in their teaching practices, lecturers attempt to defer to lecture theatres and seminar rooms, or similes of,
as their preferred space for teaching and learning. Professional Development is needed to encourage teachers to reflect on
their professional identity and relationship to the teaching space.
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