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Abstract : The social media profoundly causes the reading culture to decline in Nigeria, where the English language is a
second language (SL), a language of instruction (LI), as well as the target language (TL). This is because the university
students have, over the years, failed to make extensive reading their closest companion, with much emphasis on reading the
European novels, newspapers, magazines, etc., so as to learn language from its original or native speakers for linguistic
competence. Instead, they squander the most part of their day and nocturnal hours, sending and receiving messages through
social media. The end result is their vocabulary become stagnant or ebbs, and that they cannot acquire the Cox head’s 570
vocabulary, let alone the Nation’s 2000 vocabulary to use the language fluently in writing, reading, listening, and speaking and
to further compete with the native speaker in varying degrees of language usages. Be that as it may, if the social media is a
monster in worsening the decline in reading culture, which degenerates in the Northern part of the country in contradistinction
to the Southern part, it boosts it as well, for aside the social media language, slangs, cliché, for instance, students improve
their vocabulary power, and at the same time it allows the students to privately and leisurely put the language into use, by
using practically some of the vocabulary they have acquired to chart, to comment, socialize to adjudge, etc. This is what this
paper tries to explore in Umaru Musa Yar’adua University Al-qalam University and the Federal University Dutin-ma.
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