
Communicative Roles of English Discourse Markers on Facebook among
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua University Members of Academic Staff

Authors : Ibrahim Sani
Abstract : This paper examines the use of English discourse markers with the aim of investigating their communicative
functions on Facebook as used by UMYUK members of academic staff. The paper uses the qualitative approach and relevance
theory by Sperber and Wilson (1995) to highlight and examine DMs in different communicative contexts. In the course of data
collection, five (5) academic staff from the five faculties of the university who are already Facebook friends of the researcher
are used as the participants with their consent. The paper examines the communicative functions of English DMs among
UMYUK academic staff on Facebook and reveals a number of communicative functions used in different contexts. One of the
major findings indicates that 'contrastive markers' such as 'but', 'however', 'although' etc. are the dominant communicative
functions employed by UMYUK academic staff on Facebook with 42% occurrence; it also shows that a single DM can function
differently in the same linguistic environment.
Keywords : role, communicative, discourse markers, facebook, academic staff
Conference Title : ICELL 2021 : International Conference on English Language and Literature
Conference Location : Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Conference Dates : April 05-06, 2021

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:15, No:04, 2021

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
5,

 N
o:

04
, 2

02
1 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
31

86
2.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 15(04) 2021 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/131862.pdf

