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Abstract : This paper examines the use of English discourse markers with the aim of investigating their communicative
functions on Facebook as used by UMYUK members of academic staff. The paper uses the qualitative approach and relevance
theory by Sperber and Wilson (1995) to highlight and examine DMs in different communicative contexts. In the course of data
collection, five (5) academic staff from the five faculties of the university who are already Facebook friends of the researcher
are used as the participants with their consent. The paper examines the communicative functions of English DMs among
UMYUK academic staff on Facebook and reveals a number of communicative functions used in different contexts. One of the
major findings indicates that 'contrastive markers' such as 'but’, 'however', 'although' etc. are the dominant communicative
functions employed by UMYUK academic staff on Facebook with 42% occurrence; it also shows that a single DM can function
differently in the same linguistic environment.
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