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Abstract : Contrastive analysis is the method of analyzing the structure of any two languages with a view to determining the
possible differential aspects of their systems irrespective of their genetic affinity or level of development. Contrastive analysis
of two languages becomes useful when it is adequately describing the sound structure and grammatical structure of two
languages, with comparative statements giving emphasis to the compatible items in the two systems. This research work uses
comparative analysis theory to analyze adjective and adjectival phrases in Hausa and Yorùbá languages. The Hausa language
belongs to the Chadic family of the Afro-Asiatic phylum, while the Yorùbá language belongs to the Benue-Congo family of the
Niger-Congo phylum. The findings of the research clearly demonstrated that there are significant similarities in the adjectival
phrase constructions of the two languages, i.e., nominal (Head) and post-nominal (Post-Head) use of the adjective, predicative
function of an adjective, use of the reduplicative adjective, use of the comparative and superlative adjective, etc. However,
there are dissimilarities in the adjectival phrase of the two languages in gender/number agreement and pre-nominal (Post-
Head) use of adjectives.
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