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Abstract : Development of Rural Entrepreneurs requires a holistic approach involving social, economic, political, technical,
and environmental and many other issues. It needs a thorough understanding of the economy and society. It's true that
agricultural development, rural development and many other social and right based development programmes have resulted in
the growth of income in the rural sector. The development of rural entrepreneurs is necessary to utilise these opportunities.
Many programmes and policies in the spheres of organisational, financial, infrastructural and technical supports have been
taken to promote rural industries. But if one looks at the growth and development of rural industrial units, especially the
manufacturing units, the picture is not promising. This paper aims at analysing the possible causes and its solutions in terms of
(1) Mind set of the society towards business as a livelihood; (2) Sufficiency and appropriateness of the existing organisational,
financial, infrastructural and technical supports. The paper is based on secondary data on various aspects of rural enterprises
and the author’s experiences in the course of his work as a practitioner in this field. Growth of units and employment in the
rural industries shows that the entrepreneurs are more inclined towards trading units than towards manufacturing ventures.
The growth of rural industries is constrained not by the insufficiency of the supply of finance but by the insufficient demand for
finance. The task is to increase the supply of entrepreneurs by creating an entrepreneurial environment. Incubation for rural
entrepreneurs is the need of the hour.
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