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Abstract : Necropsy is another term used for an autopsy, which is known as death examination in the case of animals. It is a
complete standardized procedure involving dissection, observation, interpretation, and documentation. Government Bodies like
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) have given standard operating procedures for commencing the necropsies.
Necropsies are rarely performed as compared to autopsies performed on human bodies. There are no databases which
maintain the count of autopsies in wildlife, but the research in this area has shown a very small number of necropsies. Long
back, wildlife forensics came into existence but is coming into light nowadays as there is an increase in wildlife crime cases,
including the smuggling of trophies, pooching, and many more. Physical examination in cases of animals is not sufficient to
yield fruitful information, and thus postmortem examination plays an important role. Postmortem examination helps in the
determination of time since death, cause of death, manner of death, factors affecting the case under investigation, and thus
decreases the amount of time required in solving cases. Increasing the rate of necropsies will help forensic veterinary
pathologists to build standardized provision and confidence within them, which will ultimately yield a higher success rate in
solving wildlife crime cases.
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