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Abstract : This study uses data from Somalia to analyse child labour using a descriptive and qualitative method. The study set
out to identify root causes of child labour in Hargeisa and its implications for children. The study shows that poverty, droughts,
family separation, and loss of properties are primary drivers of child labour in Hargeisa. The study found that children work in
very difficult jobs such as car wash, casual work, and shoe shining for boys while girls work as housemaids, selling tea, Khat
and sometimes are at risk of exploitation such as sexual abuse, rape and harassment. The majority of the parents responded
that they don’t know any policy, act or law that protects children. Men showed greater awareness than the women respondents
in recognizing child labour as a child rights violation.
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