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Abstract : United Nations resolved 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015 to complete what Millennium
Development Goals did not achieve. Accommodating 17 goals and 169 targets, Sustainable Development Goals are designated
to be achieved over the next 15 years. A survey was conducted in July 2019 among the undergraduate students of a public
university in Selangor, Malaysia, to learn their selection over Sustainable Development Goals, which they think is the most
critical in the Malaysian scenario. This study adopted a qualitative approach, and data is gathered from a single instruction
questionnaire administered to a purposive sample of participants. 13 goals were selected by the participants which are Goal 1,
2,3,4,5,6,8,10, 11,12, 13, 16 and 17 while none has selected Goal 7, 9, 14 and 15 which are ‘Affordable and Clean Energy’;
‘Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure’; ‘Life Below Water’ and ‘Life On Land’ respectively. The selected goals are then
ranked according to the number of participants who chose that particular goal. Goal 8 is found to be at the highest position of
the ranking while Goal 5, 6, 10, and 13 accommodating the lowest position. Goal 8, which is ‘Decent Work and Economic
Growth’ is chosen by 13 participants as the most critical goal in Malaysia while Goal 5,6 10, and 13, which are ‘Gender
Equality’; ‘Clean Water and Sanitation’; ‘Reduced Inequalities’ and ‘Climate Action’ respectively, are chosen by only one
participant each. Issues highlighted by the participants are themed into 10 themes, which are job availability, cost of living,
well-being, corruption, education, environment, gender, development planning, consumption, and partnership. The theme of
the cost of living has the highest number of issues, followed by the theme of job availability and the environment. The theme of
gender has the least number of issues, followed by the theme of corruption and development planning. In principle, these
findings, therefore, conclude that from a public university students’ point of view, the most critical sustainable development
goal is decent work and economic growth while the most concerning issue is the cost of living. The implications of these
findings are students’ knowledge towards the current issues of development, and their views of future sustainable development
are considerably high. This study, therefore, suggests their views be inculcated into local, sustainable development frameworks
to increase the inclusiveness of the young generation as they are the future SDGs stakeholders.
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