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Abstract : The post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) rises from exposure to a traumatic event and appears by a persistent
experience of this event. Several psychiatric co-morbidities are associated with PTSD and include mood disorders, anxiety
disorders, and substance abuse. The main objective was to compare the criteria for PTSD according to the literature to those
used to diagnose a patient in a francophone hospital and to check the correspondence of these two criteria. 700 medical charts
of admitted patients on the medicine or psychiatric unit at the Montfort Hospital were identified with the following diagnoses:
major depressive disorder, bipolar disorder, anxiety disorder, substance abuse, and PTSD for the period of time between April
2005 and March 2006. Multiple demographic criteria were assembled. Also, for every chart analyzed, the PTSD criteria,
according to the Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) IV were found, identified, and grouped according to pre-established codes.
An analysis using the receiver operating characteristic (ROC) method was elaborated for the study of data. A sample of 57
women and 50 men was studied. Age was varying between 18 and 88 years with a median age of 48. According to the PTSD
criteria in the DSM IV, 12 patients should have the diagnosis of PTSD in opposition to only two identified in the medical charts.
The ROC method establishes that with the combination of data from PTSD and depression, the sensitivity varies between 0,127
and 0,282, and the specificity varies between 0,889 and 0,917. Otherwise, if we examine the PTSD data alone, the sensibility
jumps to 0.50, and the specificity varies between 0,781 and 0,895. This study confirms the presence of an underdiagnosed and
treated PTSD that causes severe perturbations for the affected individual.
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